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The Project:

As my classmates and I embark on this two-year adventure together, we 
are relative strangers. How we introduce ourselves to each other is the 
premise behind this project. Ultimately, this is an information design 
problem.

My task is to create a self-portrait for my classmates using Wurman’s five 
hatracks to organize data about myself into accessible information for 
my audience. The vital challenges are figuring out who exactly I am and 
what about myself I wish to communicate. Meanwhile, I must consider 
my audience and their expectations.

My final piece should employ hatracks for multiple layers and readings, 
and should be executed as a poster.
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—R.S. Wurman
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Self-Cognition:

The first step I took was creating rough sketches. I started to recall my 
life randomly and tried to organize them by LATCH.

I called my mom in China. I asked her to remind me of some experi-
ences I had, in order to look for more clues for recognizing myself. My 
mom did not fully understand my request. She sent me a long email, 
which was full of her love for her only child, but no more information. I 
realized that exploring my life would be difficult. However, at the same 
time, I was inspired that I might start from my parents, who play the most 
important role in my life. 
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Self-Cognition:

I decided to search my memory by time. Since I have spent most of my 
life in school, it was easier to categorize them into five main groups, 
which are kindergarten, primary school, middle school, high school and 
university. Once I began with one story, another related one would pop 
into my mind. Thus, I gained more and more data in a wider range. 
Hopefully I could generate some ideas to organize them and find helpful 
pieces to generate my content for the poster. 

During this process, I had to face another problem: the language barrier. 
After I wrote down my data, my instructor Dan suggested me asking 
some native English speakers to help correct my writing, which would be 
good for my work. Thanks to the help from Katherine, Jenny, Lauren and 
Kelly. I finally completed my text. 
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Issues To Consider:

Story, 
words, 
images, 
words as images, 
mapping, 
macro/micro, 
layers, 
scale, 
grid, 
measurement, 
progression, 
time, 
type, 
color, 
visual voice, 
interpretation, 
clarity, 
ambiguity, 
intent.

Brainstorm:

When I was working on my life stories, I also kept thinking about form 
and tried to find a solution which could convey the information effectively 
and express my ideas appropriately.  Meanwhile, I was fairly certain that 
I could not simply cover the moments of happiness or of sadness exclu-
sively. Life is complicated. I realized that I could not define the stories in 
black and white. Thus, I would like to show my real life using a combina-
tion of good and bad memories.  

The most difficult thing about the process was to express the meanings 
behind my stories. Obviously, the ones that I still remember are the 
stories that have had a significant impact on my whole life. There are 
multiple ways to show them. I prefer to focus on one theme, which could 
not only show my feelings but also represent my thoughts.
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Primary Ideas

I generated some ideas and came up with three main 
forms as follows:

“Influenced By Others”
Beginning with my dad, who has played a vital role for 
me during the past 23 years, all the people and 
environments around me shaped my lifestyle and 
characteristics to some extent. Sometimes the 
influences are not straightforward, and sometimes 
they are surprising. I appreciate all of them.
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Primary Ideas

“Organic Life”

The second idea is related to the human body. I 
wanted to combine some organ functions with my life 
stories, in order to explain my feelings.  First, I located 
some main organs in the body using abstract shapes. 
Next, I searched functions of these organs and tried 
to figure out their advantages to human beings.  
Then, I analogized the functions of my organs to the 
meanings of my life stories. I hope to explore some 
long-term influences with this idea.
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Primary Ideas      

“My Life Path”

A simple style is my favorite approach. Especially 
when the content is complex, the simplicity of the 
form may express the content more provocatively. I 
preferred using paths to indicate my life experience, 
which is full of multiple directions, choices, feelings 
and possibilities. Some paths are straight, but others 
are twisted. Some paths may be continued, but 
others have stopped.  The stories I recall are related 
to each other, and it may be more interesting to show 
them as paths.  
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Idea Development   

After I made the decision to develop my ideas, I 
started to consider the details. At this point, more and 
more questions appeared in my mind.

How do I define the viewer’s entrance? 
How do I design the form of paths? 
How to highlight the key points?
How to use icons or text appropriately?
How to organize the stories by using LATCH?
How to show the connections among these stories? 
Why  make the paths turn right/left/up/down?
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Creating My Poster

Using one of my favorite quotes as the theme for my poster, I wanted to claim 
that all things are closely related to each other.

I used my name with a red arrow to indicate the viewer’s entrance and used the 
same red color to highlight my categories. I made these categories a little bit 
bigger than the content text, which can easily catch one’s eyes and lead the 
audience to some new stories. 

I defined the directions of the paths by their meanings; turning up is positive 
and turning down is negative. It is obvious that some stories turn up and turn 
down for several times, which explain a realistic life. 

I chose to use text rather than dashed lines to represent the paths. It is interest-
ing because the text is also the pattern. In macro way, when the audience 
stands far from the poster, they can only see the big picture, which looks like a 
maze with twisted channels. However, in micro way, when the viewers 
approach more closely, they can read all the sentences and follow the direc-
tions by turning their heads.
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Final Poster:

During the whole week, I received lots of feedback from my professor and my classmates. The feedback was positive and exciting. 
At the same time, I was inspired by them to make some adjustments for my final poster.

My final poster uses the idea of paths to tell my life stories. The paths are written by text, which are connected to the main categories 
and expanded in multiple directions. I defined the turning point as up for positive and down for negative. 

There are three layers in my final poster. The first one is category. The names of the categories are bigger, bolder and in red. The 
second one is keywords in sentences. They are regular size, bolder and in black. The last layer is descriptions, which are regular size, 
regular weight and in 50% grey. I also adjusted the color balance of red in order to express my emotion more directly. Basically, the 
final adjustment makes the layout much more dynamic and attractive.

I accepted professor Dan’s suggestion and used my Chinese name stamp to replace the arrow as the viewer’s entrance. I also use 
the same, larger version on the lower right corner, where is the traditional position for name stamps. The traditional Chinese name 
stamp indicates my cultural background and brings closure to the poster.

My final poster is simple and clean. From a macro perspective, it is a maze to show my life track, which is versatile and full of 
challenges. From a micro perspective, it is composed by multiple stories, which are independent but also related to each other. I high-
light my theme in red as an exit to echo the viewer’s entrance, which is one of my favorite quotes: “There are no random acts. We are 
all connected. You can no more separate one life from another than you can separate a breeze from the wind.”
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What I Learned:

During the whole process, I found the most difficult part is to figure out 
who I am. Sometimes I avoid recalling the past or choose to ignore the 
details around. However, experiences shape one person. If I can step 
back for a moment, it is obvious to see the influences directly or 
indirectly. At the same time, I delight in realizing that even the unfortu-
nates can play a positive role in my life.

The other thing I learned from this project is that, it is necessary to 
consider my goals, my audience and both of our expectations. I have to 
decide the content I wish to communicate and choose the appropriate 
form to convey the information. It is better to begin with one main 
perspective and using LATCH to build the structure of data, which 
makes the understanding of data more organized but dynamic.

 




